CHAPTER 15

FROM REGENSBURG
TO RACINE :
AN ODYSSEY

Maria Benedicta Bauer, a nun of Heilig KeefiHoly Cross) Monastery in Regensburg,
Bavaria, had long followed with interest admineteenth century movement among Bavarian
nuns to undertake a mission of educatiortliermasses of German Catholics who were
emigrating at that time to the United States. @aixed primarily by the directors of the Ludwig
Missionsverein and its collaboratarsAmerica, these nuns weregpared to leave their cloisters
to teach the children of the emigrafits.

Maria Benedicta herself had bgemrepared to join the effort &arly as 1827. That particular
mission, for reasons unknown, was caleck|But later, as prioress of her convent, she sent Holy
Cross women to America in response fdesa from the Benedictine Abbot of Latrobe,
Pennsylvania, Boniface Wimmer. The first oé$sle women established a school in Williamsburg
(now Brooklyn), New York, in 1853. They were jo



Though no records of the Pielenhofgate school of that periddve survived, it was almost
certainly there that Maria Annaceived her early education.dny case, it has been established
that she did not attend eithafrthe only two Bavarian nuns' schools to have survived the
secularization, Holy Cross and Santa Klara in Regensburg.



| never (in my innate simplicity) hadhg doubt that any but one only of those
currently in this convent had any persistent resentment toward me personally. Nor did |
feel the least resentment toward one erdther. And if at times | have been Hot-
tempered and cross with one or the other,



instead of at Williamsburg where there had bedle lipportunity or incetive to learn it in the
totally German school and community. Their two original companions elected to remain in
Williamsburg[14]

The "English sisters" were, of course, thealllhand of Dominicans who had been sent out
in 1830 from St. Catharine's in Kentucky to titie hilltop town of Somerset on the National
Road. By now they had a thriving convent andrmey school not far from the friars' church
and priory at Holy Trinity. Both of the neBavarian arrivals found Somerset a refreshing
interlude. But by August it seemed






The earliest surviving word from Bishéfenni on the matter came only after Maria
Benedicta had written in early December th psrmission to begin building the following
spring[26] Then later in the same month she wrote to tell him that she was beginning to realize
that

Green Bay is so small, and the Germangbaso poor that they send scarcely thirty-
six children to the school, and hardly halftioése are able to pay two shillings a month.
We receive as a rule no more than foufiwe dollars a month, but our expenses are
usually half again as much. Besides, our holg says we are never to build a convent if
there is no prospect for continued existej23g.

Henni reminded her quite gently in hispease: "You, dear Sistgprobably already know
that I've always objected to the foundingaaihotherhouse in Green Bay. | gladly consent to
your establishing a school there, but the mothemdousst always have an independent location
and more spacious grounds.... | am sure that there are more suitable[@Bic&srionth later
he wrote with suggestions of several possible Wist locations, urging &t she take a trip to
visit each of them in sprini@9]

There is no evidence at all that Maria Be&lever followed his suggestion. On May 1 she
signed the deed to a house #otdn Racine, and on May 12 esfand her small community, along
with a few boarding students angbans, arrived to take possesdi8dl The nuns opened their
first Racine school in the basent of St. Patrick’'s Church on June 1, raising money to
supplement tuition by giving concerts at which their superiooped on the orgaji3l]

Racine, Wisconsin, in 1858, looking south acss the Root River from St. Patrick's Parish

By 1863 the sisters were teaching in severabsls in Racine and one in Port Washington.
The next year saw the establishment of anewogdor girls within the new motherhouse that
had been built at Pearl and Chippeway Streetsr(tahamed Park Avenue and Twelfth Street).

When tuition, concerts and grants from the Ludwig Missionsverein did not bring in sufficient
funds to support the schoolsethuns received Bishop Henni's permission to beg from door to
door. Maria Thomasina found this task not entigggasant, as she wrote to Rev. Paul Kagerer
of the Ludwig Missionsverein:



Last autumn, so that we would be abl@#y the pressing debts we had assumed for the
needed addition to the building [for the acaderhgktually had to go out, with our bishop's
permission, to take up a collection among thepte That was a difficult duty for me, but

the example of our holy father Dominic gave me courage to go from house to house and beg

for a kind donation from the people. | devotedweeks to this duty,ral here and there had
to put up with great unpleasantness. But is tlase the unpleasantness could only lead to
trust, since our begging got us out of our pressing need.[32]

All this while, the sisters were continuingliee the monastic regimen of the Second Order
and to maintain cloister to whatever extemyticould. The stomach cancer that had surely been
present already for a few years before Mariadékcta left Regensbutgecame more serious in
early 1865. By June of that year she was cewfito bed, and Maria Thomasina found herself
taking on more and more responsibility foe young community. The prioress died on October
13, 1865, leaving eight professed sisteesien novices, and eleven candidates.

Because there were not enough perpetuatifegsed sisters to ltbh canonical election,
Bishop Henni appointed the thirgne-year-old Maria Thomasinartker to be prioress. She was
in office less than a year when she caetd typhoid fever from a novice she was nursing.
Unaware of the gravity of her illness, she dedittepreach the commity's annual retreat in
late August 1866, when the scheduled preacheretlad at the last minute. The retreat, for
which her carefully written confences still survive, ended withe reception of three novices
on August 28. The second prioress of Reaeine Dominicans died on September 6.

Maria Benedicta Bauer's work in this country had been marked from the beginning by her
determination to Americanize. She had emphasizedl of her advertisig for her schools that
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Chapter Acts, Heilig Kreuz, January 16, 1845 (Biflathes Zentralarchiv Regensburg (hereinafter BZAR) K1
114/19:Priorinwahlen 1832-1900, an&chematismus der Geistlichkeit des Bistums Regensburg fur das Jahr
1844(Regensburg: Georg Joseph Manz, 1845).

Schematismus der Geistlichkeit des Bistums Regensburg fur das Jahr 18&¥egensburg: Georg Joseph

Manz, 1857).

While Maria Benedicta's own proposal seems not to have materialized, a group of such girls was actually
received by the School Sisters of Notre Dame in Rluabout the same time. Every one of these girls,

however, died of lung diseases and emotional trauma before their planned transfer to the

United States. (M.B. Bauer correspondenceARZK1 114/6 Klausurdispensel832-1944; Notre Dame
documentation from SSND Archives.)

Documentation for the various renovation projects as well as for financial aspects of the branch foundations is
found in Maria Benedicta Bauer's notebooks, Rabiaminican Archives. Coespondence concerning the

branch houses of Niederviehbach (1847), Mintraching (1853), and Williamsburg (1855) is found in BZAR, KL
112/1:Filialkloster NiederviehbachkK1 114/29 Filialkloster Mintraching1852-1860; and K1 114/31,

Filialkloster in Williamsburg(USA): 1853-1895. Other documentation in the archives of tigsvig
MissionsvereinMunich, and Kloster SMaria, Niederviehbach.

Letter of Bishop von Senestrey, announcing the deposition to the nuns of Heilig Kreuz and its branch houses
(BZAR K1 114/2:Oberhirtliche Visitation 1837-1921). No such letter, it seems, was sent to the nuns in
Williamsburg, although they were stilllgect to the prioress of Holy Cross.

Tagebuch II, June 15, 1854. The one whom she suspects resents her is probably Reginalda Brener, friend of
Cacilia Solleder. The reasons for Reginalda's resentment will be dealt with shortly.

Letter of Dominicus Lentz, 0.P., socius to the Master, to Maria Benedicta Bauer, Jan. 27, 1857. BZAR K1
114/2:Oberhifiliche Visitation 1837-1921.

BZAR, K1 114/31Filialkloster in Williamsburg (USA): 1853-1895

This correspondence has not survived, or at least it has not yet been found.

Crescenzia Traubinger had in the meantime baEmsived into the Williamsburg community as Sister Maria
Dominica. Both she and Cunigunda Schell, alreadfegsed, lived out their lives as members of the
Williamsburg group.

Letter of Maria Benedicta Bauer to Bishop John M. Henni, Jan. 14, 1861, Archives, Archdiocese of Milwaukee
(MM).

Letter of Bishop James Whelan to Bishop John M. Henni, Nashville, March 7, 1861, MM.

Sister Mary Frances Walsh, who chronicled the jguamel the early years at St. Cecilia's in Nashville (The
Annals of St. Cecilia Convent: 1860- 1888), never mestibe presence or participation of the two Bavarian
nuns. This could be explained by the fact that she was concentrating only on her own congregation. Certain
discrepancies, however, between her account and Maria Benedicta's lead one to suspect that the omission
reflects the tension which seems to have grown betiMegia Benedicta (and possibly Maria Thomasina) and
the former Somerset sisterstime time they parted company.

Maria Benedicta Bauer to Bishop John M. Henni, Jan. 14, 1861, MM.

Maria Benedicta Bauer to John Henni.

Archivesudwig MissionsvereirMunich (#395).

Maria Amanda von Schenk, first of the superior Niederviebach convent.

As Mother Maria Hyacintha, she would be appaittte Bishop Henni to succeed Mother Benedicta and

Mother Thomasina after the untimely deaths of thefamadresses within a year eéch other (October 1865

and September 1866). The other candidate from the Notre Dame community was Cunigunda Loesch. She
became Sister Rosa, but was later obliged to leave the Racine community



30. The German Catholic newspap#&fiahrheits Freundunder the date of May 28, reports that "On the twelfth of



