
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 22, 2020 

PROGRAM 
 

9:00 a.m. Opening Plenary 
 
10:00 a.m. Concurrent Sessions I 
 
A.  Through Our Lens: Anti-Asian Racism, the Other, and the Pandemic  
Ada Cheng, Jane Hseu, Chelsea Qi Zhao 
This panel addresses anti-Asian racism under the context of the pandemic through storytelling. In 
the first part, the three panelists will tell personal stories to highlight the connection between the 
personal and the structural. In the second part, we will engage in critical dialogue with 
participants to reflect on anti-Asian racism and its connection to different forms of racism as well 
as to white supremacy. 
 
B.  Travel with Purpose 
Anjali Chaudhry, Jessica Mackinnon, Elizabeth Silk, MaDonna Thelen 
We share a unique opportunity we had to travel to Nepal in order to: 
(a) To advocate for those whose worlds will never collide with us unless we make an effort. But, 
we also advocate for our students as we strive to broaden their worldview and help them create a 
just world. To share our understanding of how Veritas leads to Caritas. 
(b) To share our journey as we walked together, laughed and cried together, learned about and 
with each other. But, our journey was also about walking with and in the footsteps of 



C.  Does the Parable of the Lost Sheep Provide Insight for the College Classroom Today? 
Giovanni Bue, Jonathan Garcia, Pamela Goodman, Luis Suqui 
The pandemic and the protests against racial inequality have prompted a critical examination of 
the relationships between faculty and students. We will discuss the challenges that our students 
face and propose changes to approach equality in our courses with emphasis on the experiences 
and perspectives of our students. 
 
D.  Lives Are Saved in the Oddest of Ways:  A Spiritual Journey to Nsukka, Nigeria 
Vito C. DeFrisco, Carol R. Fendt, Esther Hicks, Kathleen M. Johnson  
In this session, Carol Fendt (MA 1995), Kathleen M. Johnson (St. Viator School), Vito DeFrisco 
(MA 2006; Rockford Diocese Assistant Superintendent), and Esther Hicks (Archdiocese of 
Chicago, retired) will share the lessons they have learned as cross-cultural partners and 
educators. The panel will invite participants to ponder and share how cross-cultural partnerships 
encourage us to deepen our communion with the other. We will invite the audience to reflect on 
how they might be called to share in the dreams of their brothers and sisters around the world. 
 
E.!!Higher Education: A Caring Profession 
Melissa Muth Martinez 
The presenter will discuss her own personhood as a Latina, adoptee, and educator and the ways 
in which a caring approach can transform the lives of students, colleagues, and greater 
community.  The goal of this session is to get attendees to think about how they as individuals 
can tap into their roots and experiences in order to cultivate more dynamic, creative, and robust 
communities of care. 
 
and 
 
Improving Mental Health for Students through First Aid Trainings 
Kathryn Brien 



11:15 a.m. Concurrent Sessions II 
 
A.  I Am Not Your Perfect Latinx Professor: An Autoethnography of Identity in Post-
Postmodernity 



D.  From Your Parent’s Basement to Comic-Con: Finding Your Tribe and Truth Online 
Steve Plane 
Comic book, gaming, and science fiction-fantasy subculture continue to be disparaged in pop 
culture, despite ongoing efforts of progressive media platforms and profitable Hollywood 
franchises.  In this session we explore the isolation many 'geek' enthusiasts experience, and the 
journeys they make to find communities that both accept and celebrate their unique worldview 



12:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions III 
 
A.  Where Are We Now?  Food Insecurity at DU in 2020 
Jennifer Etheridge, Sarah Jones, Daniela Limon, Allyson West 
The overwhelming response to the 2019 Caritas Veritas session on food insecurity among 
college students led by members of the Student Nutrition and Dietetics Association (SNDA), 
"The Truth is, Food is a Human Right," was an impetus for several initiatives on campus, 
including a survey assessing food insecurity among the DU student body conducted in April 
2020. This session will provide preliminary survey results as well as provide a venue to 
brainstorm campus programming that aims to reduce food insecurity among the DU community.  
With your input, we hope to develop a list of the tools and strategies needed to advocate for 
additional food-related programming to support students on DU's campus. 
 
B.  





C.  The Problem of Bias and the Challenge of Moral Discourse in a Time of Crisis 
William George 
Achieving shared moral clarity to guide our actions on specific issues is difficult in the best of 
times. Right now, we face challenges on so many fronts (pandemic, racial reckoning, political 
divisions, a battered economy, etc.) that shared moral truth becomes even more elusive. This 
presentation seeks to address this challenge by discussing, with fitting examples in this time of 
multiple crises, four distinct yet related kinds of bias that impede civil discourse: (1) “dramatic,” 
(2) “individual,” (3) “group,” (4) and “the general bias of common sense.” Understanding better 
the multi-faceted problem of bias, with suggestions for how to respond, can be a step on the way 
to more fruitful conversations and the shared search for 


